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In a sandy, upscale borough in Old Saybrook 
is Fenwick, Connecticut.  Located on the 
coast of both the Long Island Sound and the 
Connecticut River, Fenwick is home to only 52 
residents.  This neighborhood, was a recent 
victim to Hurricane Sandy.   The tiny peninsula 
is home to two lighthouses.  The architecture 
of the community is strongly Shingle Style.  
Most of the houses are in the historian style.  In 
the mist, a newly developed modern take of 
the shingle style.
Designed for Michael Graves, the house 
serves as a dwelling that embodies the 
scenery around it and allows for an architect 
of the ages to rise above his unfortunately 
disability.

Lift on the Sea
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Located in Florence, Piazza Del Carmine was left vacant 
without a draw for locals. The addition of an amphitheater 
that will help bond the residents by hosting musicals, plays, 
and food markets. The site is designed from the shadows from 
the surrounding buildings. These shadows allow for different 
areas to be utilized based on the need to be cool or warm. 
The pattern of the stone pavement enhances the space. It is 
a depiction of circle and triangles joined in unity. 
This new space will bring harmony to the area by given the 
locals a common place to just be true to the Italian culture.   

Ombra Teatro
N
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At McGill University, two 
squares collide to create a 
space for students to come 
and share in their common 
culture.  A square following 
Montreal’s grid is merged 
with a square following 
the most direct angle to 
Asia. Each square contains 
different functions, red for 
community and blue for 
university classrooms. The 
foreign students studying at 
McGill can attend classes in 
these spaces and feel closer 
to home in the community 
spaces. 
The façade of the cultural 
center is modelled after a jali 
wall, common in South Asia. 
Typically these perforated 
stone walls are squared.

Two Squares
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Near old Montreal, a mosque 
and cultural center helps unite 
the growing Muslim society with 
the native Montreal people. The 
star is a symbolic image from 
the Ottoman Empire and thus 
Islamic culture. The star creates 
the pentagon shape when 
connecting the points. These 
shapes are found throughout 
the design language of the 
site. Beneath and around the 
mosque, there are shops, a 
market and classrooms. These 
various points allow for a 
multitude of activities happening 
for Islamic and native Montreal 
people to come together and 
learn about each other’s culture.
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